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Top CIA Officia.l Admits Arms
Drops

. . By Marie Cocco
Newsday Washington Bureau Mcial
Washington — A ClA, offici
has conceded that hommuod USs.
backed efforts to ship weapons to the
Nicaraguan contras during a period in
id to the sccording to .
&dnmno released yesterday.
Testizmony by Alan Mers, chiefof the
CIA Central American Task Force,
- ters were to carry arms con- e g e g Iy e
tras, poesibly with members of the pri- fgvmte - Y
vate supply network aboard, in early ol d e Yol | ment officials, pilots, crews, contra
::.u’;.u was unclnrsh:' extansively CIA'Ow L ; lndonmdo‘ ~— as well as an ex-
licopters may have been used. ; o gy e S - ;.| amination of contra financial records
Fiers i:idhoom :::h- use, w::ilc: heltcOptefs were J,;im-ﬂc-::mumdupumam
was ¢ .mcy’. - . <»<-.::~ g5 O “t m
TR ecs and other officials have ns to the .
maintained that most of their Central
American activities were permissible
under the law or at least sanctioned by
top administration oﬂciab.unofﬂ.n
government-owned CIA aircralt in
1986 would be a direct violation of the
military ban and other congressional

© Dates invo}vcd, who were not identified
in :{u testimony, did not fully describe
the incident to the internal investiga- ‘
tor, Fiers said. The committee investi-
: fmn. the Iran-contra affair also re-
 leased documents indicating it
! developed no "concrete evidence” that
. ¢ contra leaders or contra organizations
¥ ¢ :: u:\lriolvog in.g.s.-unctionod drug
g ng, despi reiste
"% ' mofluch m“tp’o nt news re-
. ¥ committes staff memorand
- said that in hundreds orﬁ"um.“:
» with U.S. and foreign law-enforce-

restrictions on CIA activities.” identified previously, also admi

p Fiers said that when be first thneonmittnt.hth.haddolibc“:alt;
reports that a C1A craft had been used, - misled the House Intelligence Commit.
he o thoss involved to stop the - ¥=00Y Wit | & |toe last fall when he and ancther CIA
activity and reveal the incident in full ¥ BT R0 #{official, Claire George, along with As-
to the inspector general. Butevenso,he ¥ WO gu bt v |sistant Secretary of State Elliots
later got indications that the subordi-—— %, & LT L SEEL? & B » were grilled about poesible

~Coutinued on Page 17 s, A el i ol Gl e e - U.8. government involvement with the ‘
e ) L . secret contra-supply network.
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Fiers’ testimony, taken by the Iran. call specifics of intelligence data and
contra committee early this month other information he provided to
and released after declassification, North. However, he conceded he had
generally confirmed accounts by other supplied intelligence to North because
v?tnm rt:u&. t:n ClA udo:d t.!;.’ sup- North mmgy administration offi-
ply netwo was opera pri- cial directi Nicaraguan effort.
vate individuals under the direction of s ¥ N P
fired National Security Council aide pened in Central America that I didn't
Oliver North. But Fiers repeatedly in- talk to Ollie about,” he said. He insist-
.:n:td 1?.:1‘:. l: tricgn to ﬁt&mct.}:x od,howwcr.h.didnathno&yorthwu
stri ons on ; the intelligence to rebels.
by the so-called Boland amendment, .'U harsh oning from sev-
which prohibited the intelligence ¢ral panel Flors defended
agency from becoming directly in- - his testimony before the House Intelli-
volved in the rebel military effort. - gence Committee in October, after &

The exception to his staying within = cargo plane for the private network
the limits, Piers seid, wasin early 1986 , was shot down in Nicaragua. He did
when, he admitted, the CIA provided § not then correct testimony by Abrams
intelligence and directions for air drops ¥ and George, who were telling the pan-
of lethal supplies to the contras fight- | el that Americans were not involved

on Nicaragua’s southern front. in the contra supply network.
got a little too rambunctious, like |  Flers seid he kept his silence, sven.

a colt that out of the barn to e
and I pulled myself back in,” Plers told | though be knew many details of the
the panel. 1 didu't do it all myself. My vate network, because he was part
.';“kj..;:,'cm"l'"" was whimpering like o8 eam’” that cbv. activities 5o

in my ear. was & member of

aidina to the rebels. from the House

At point, Plers indicated nk?wh m’““u‘"‘m
that he was concerned that former CIA early as March, 1988, that was
Costa Rican station chief Jos Pernan- and ferrying

with the

drope through an air in + Tambs, former U.S. ambassador to
Rica. suggested ;.m.“. Costa Rica, to open up a "southern
who was not identified in the Mhh:mum
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member 48 & communications asked him to do

mwmﬁmvam understanding t:;%:ﬁ#g:“mh:

working with retired Air FPoros major ing the request on behalf of the
ageaey

thin the bounds law identified "courier”

o withessws as & 8 MO = mm.w”cl tral A
along with North and Abrams — di- ica in November told the director that
recting the Central American oper there "may be a " This was
MM“bmw e e to10days Attorney Gener-
e eaal Moese held his explosive news
conference in which the diversion of
mnmmmmm
muummm
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the Senate. 08 Committes be-
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